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1 HE  following  Account  contains 
real  circumstances  attending  the  won- 
derful and  extraordinary  case  of  Ca- 
tharine Mewis,  the  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  Mew  is,  now  residing 
at  Barton-under-Needwood,  in  Staf- 
fordshire, who  was  born  at  Barton- 
under-Needwood,  in  the  said  county 
of  Stafford,  in  the  year  18ot?. 

The  account  givenby  her  parents, 
and  which  was  obtained  for  publica- 
tion in  April,  i$io,  is  as  follows: — 
That  their  said  daughter,  at  the  age 
of  two  years,  or  thereabouts,  was 
afflicted  with  a scarlet  fever  which 
was  then  very  prevaleift  |n  that  neigh- 
bourhood, the  effects  oi  which  fever 
caused  the  child  to  complain  fre- 
quently of  pain  in  her  head  aud  eyes, 
and  tha%  Tor  riie  spade  of  iwo^years, 
viz..  1807-8,  arid the  ‘beginning  of 
1809,  their  said  daughter  Catharine 
should  be  blind  alternately  for  a day 
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or  two  iii  the  coarse  of  a week  ; and 
that  from  the  8th  of  April,  1809,  to 
this  day,  tneir  said  daughter  Catharine 
has  been  totally  blind  six  davs  out  of 
seven  (except  three  days  which  were 
working  days),  and  has  only  seen  on 
a- Sunday  since  the  said  8th  day  of 
April,  1809,  and  they  can  form  no 
idea  of  the  cause  but  from  the  effect 
of  the* fever  above  mentioned,  and 
have  had  advice  and  medicines  for 


then*  daughter  of  the  following  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Faculty:-—  &h§ 

Mr.  Birch,  of  Barton- uoder-Need- 
w ood ; Mr,  N able , • o f Bit min ghani 
Mr.;  Chamall,  of  Barton;  and  Mr. 


Fox?  of  Derby  - 

Andahe  parents  of  the  child  declare 
t liar  alter  at liuhe'  medicines  they  have 
given  li^r,  ' her  ■ eyesight  is  still  the 
vtrne,  ceding  only  on  a Sunday  . 

The  ptereius.  of  die  child  have  tri.ee 
C'WJiy  tnilig'hhat  has  been  offered  t< 
rorndvft  iliiglcompiaant,  and  are  stil 
any  experiment  that  - 
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likely  to  render  service*  of  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  arc  living  wit* 
nesses.  One  Surgeons  bill  for  medi- 
cines amounts  to  seven  pounds,  five 
-.hillings,  and  sixpence,  besides  the  ad- 
7, cd.  Physicians,  that  Jiave  not  as  yet 
made  any  charge.  Can.  any  person 
suppose  that  a child  only  eight  ^icarS 
of  age  would  suffer  to  be  blindfolded 
six  days  out  of  seven  ? that  the  pa- 
rents of  the  child  would  be  so  cruel 
as  to  do  it?  Agun,  can  it  be  supposed 
that  the  parents  of  the  child  would 
for  several  years  drench  as  it  were 
their  child  with  medicines,  which  are 
generally  unpleasant?  or  be  so  pre- 
sumptuous as  to  persuade  so  young  a 
child  to  play  the  hypocrite,  without 
the  tear  of  being  delected  ? Again,  if 
the  parents  had  kept  the  child  totally 
secluded  from  the  light  by  a bandage, 
could  not  the  most  eminent  of  the 
Faculty  detect  the  fallacy  ? The  child 
has  been  s;co  by  hundreds  on  a Sun-i 
day,  when  shcican  sex*,  as^l  oonweek 


days,  When  she  is  blind,  On  a Sun- 
day she  is  never  at  rest,  and  appear* 
as  if  in  a new  world,  arid  frequently 
employed  in  singing  hymns,  &c.  while 
on  other  days,  she  is  quite  helpless,’ 
dull,  and  heavy. 

The  writer  of  this  Narrrative  saw 
her. on  Saturday,  the  2 1st  of  April, 
I81o,  and  she  was  totally  blind,  but 
on  Sunday  the  22d  she  could  see  as 
well  as  any  other  person,  but  her  eyes 
seemed  rather  dull and  on  Monday 
morning,  the  23d,  he  saw  her  fast 
asleep,  with  one  hand  over  her  eyes  ; 
when  waked  by  her  mother,  her 
eyesight,  she  found,  like  Samson’s 
strength,  was  gone ;?l>sbe  immediately 
put  her  hands  against  her  eyes,  and 
did  not  take  them  off  . till  her  bandage 
of  green  silk  was  put  on,  .which  was 
attempted  on  Sunday,  When  she  could 
see,  but, no  persuasion  whatever  could 
prevail  on  her  to  haver  it  on.  , mu 

The.  parents  of  the  child  are  hatdr* 
wor kiug,.i  ndns: rious  people,  an d h ivtti 
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reared  up  a laige  family  of  seven 
healthy  children,  some  of  whom  are 
in  respectable  service  ; the  father  is  a 
shoemaker,  beloved  and  respected  by. 
his  employers;  sometimes  he  works  at 
husbanary,  and  his  wife  occasionally 
goes  out  to  work  in  most  respectable 
families,  and  they  both  bear  excellent 
characters;  the  child  is  often  unwidl 
when  blind,  and  requires  as  much 
nurstng  and  a-Ucndqnce  as  an  infant: 
there  1$  a neighbour’s  girl,  who  is  ex- 
cessively attached  the  child;  and  isi 
seldom  from  her  in;  the  day  time.— 
!hfcre_is  one  circumstance  truly? 
remaikable.  viz.  that  the  gir|  who.  7S» 
Catha.rtine’s  companion,  is  never  iprauli 
tOf$o  any^\here*aboiitinc  town  in  the 
lught,  ( he 'it  )e?vcr  so  dark  I f££atfaanhc 
isswi  tAohhr: , t Ca  lie  f i rc-  goo  ft  t <d  school- 
whenishtrifi  weh.andrcan  repeat  many 
hyinnsiby  heart?, iwhpchestbo  drd?in’mv  - 
hearing,  on  Sunday  ;ihfc  tariknf  tApril, 
artdrdlso  sbhaki  *a  .fdw  eirnrthq  ialuhc.- 
title  bb  asbdqiL tem 
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There  will,  rio  doubt;,  be  many 
objections  to  dns  remarkable  case.— 
Some  may  consider  it  impossible; 
others  may  deem  it  all  imposture- 
while  the  greater  number  inav  sup- 
pose the  child  has  been  trained  for 
the  purpose  of  accumulating  money, 
as  Ann  Moore  has  become  rich  since 
her  living  without  food  has  been  as- 
certained.--To  such  the  following 
questions  may  be  asked  : — 

Are  the  assertions  of  the  most  emi- 
nent of  the  Faculty  to  be  discredited  ? 
Are  the  first  families  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  be  disbelieved  ? Are  the 
majority  of  ihe  inhabitants  of  a large 
district  ail  .so  weak  as  to  be  duped 
by  a child  oniy  eight  years  of  age,  for 
twelve  months  and  upwards? 

It  is  with  violence  die  child  permits 
the  bandage  to  be  taken  oil  when  she 
is  blind,  as  she  cannot  suffer  the  least 
light  to  her  eyes,  and  it  has  recently 
been  proposed  bv  a Physician,  to 
have,  the- child  kept  in  a da^k  room 
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for  a certain  time,  unto  which  her  pa- 
rents fire  Willing  to  submit,  or  to  any 
experiment  that  may  be  devised  so  as 
not  to  endanger  her  life. 

As  the  veracity  of  Ann  Moore  was 
questioned  for  a considerable  time  it 
seems  very  probable  that  this  extra, 
ordinary  miracle,  which  begins  to  be 
a subject  of  much  conversation,  will 
also  be  strictly  and  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated by  competent  judges,  to  as- 
certain its  validity  ; at  present  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  how,  or  in  what  man- 
ner it  may  be  proved  ; but  it  may  be 
necessary  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
the  parents  of  the  child,  being  con- 
scious of  their  innocence,  are  ready 
(if  required)  to  permit  the  most  mi- 
nute investigation  which  may  be 
deemed  requisite. 


C.  Sutton,  Printer,  Nottingham. 


